1,7-Bis(tert-butyldimethylsilyloxy)hepta-2,5-diyn-4-one (14).
tBuMe 2 Si-protected propargyl alcohol (2.0 g, 11.74 mmol) in anhydrous THF (50 mL) at -20 °C under N 2 was treated with nBuLi (7.35 mL, 11.74 mmol, 1.6 M solution in hexane) for 15 min. A solution of 13 (2.3 g, 11.5 mmol) in THF (10 mL) was added and the resulting mixture stirred for 1 h, then quenched with saturated aqueous NH 4 Cl. Suzuki cross-coupling reaction on dibromoolefines -general method. [1] To a degassed solution of dibromoolefin (7.31 mmol) and 4-(dimethylamino)phenylboronic acid 
4,4'-[4-(Trimethylsilyl)but-1-en-3-yne-1,1-diyl]bis(N,Ndimethylaniline) (10a).
The title compound was synthesized from dibromoolefin 9 (2.0 g, 7. 
4,4'-[3-(3-(Trimethylsilyl)prop-2-ynylidene]penta-1,4-diyne-

1,5-diyl)bis(N,N-dimethylaniline) (10b).
The title compound was synthesized from dibromoolefin 9 (2.0 g, 7. 651.3797; found 651.3785 (M + ).
4,4'-{3-[4-(tert-butyldimethylsilyloxy)but-2-ynylidene]penta-
1,4-diyne-1,5-diyl}bis(N,N-dimethylaniline) (17b
9-[4-(Dimethylamino)phenyl]-7-[(4-(dimethylamino)phenylethynyl]nona-6-en-2,4,8-triyn-1-ol (12).
To [2] ). All structures were solved by direct methods (SIR97 [3] , SHELX-97 [4] ). Non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically (1b isotropically because of poorly diffracting crystals) by full-matrix least-squares analysis. Hydrogen positions have been calculated and included in the final structure factor calculation. All ellipsoids in the ORTEP [5] plots are at the 50% level. 
